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Agenda

Explore essential UDL 
principles.

Learn practical strategies 
for integrating UDL 

principles into diverse 
classroom models.

Discover powerful tools to 
cultivate an inclusive 

learning environment for 
all students.

Plan and implement 
differentiated instruction 

easily.

Track, Assess, Achieve
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The Many 

Faces of 

Education
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Teamwork Makes the Dreamwork

VStudents
VParents 
VAdvocates
VEducators
VSpecial Educators
VService Providers
VAdministrators
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Universal Design for Learning

First constructed by the Center for Applied Special 
Technology (CAST) in the 1990s, Universal Design 
for Learning (UDL) is a research-based set of 
principles to guide the design of learning 
environments that are accessible and effective for 
all.

UDL is aset of guiding principlesfor 
curriculumdevelopment that ensures equal 
learningopportunities for everyone.

https://www.cast.org/impact/universal-design-for-learning-udl

https://www.cast.org/impact/universal-design-for-learning-udl
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Representation
Providing instruction with differentlevels of language and multi-
sensory supports(representation).

ÅLearners have diverse ways of perceiving and comprehending 
information.

ÅUDL provides three core guidelines for representation: 
  perception, options for language, and options forcomprehension.

ÅUtilizing programs like VizZle, as an educational tool, can help you 
align with these guidelines by offering various customization 
options for displaying information, alternatives for auditory and 
visual information.

frog
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Representation
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Representation

Does it click 
and stick?
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Action and Expression

Provide different activity types so students have a variety of ways to 
engage in learning and show what they know (action and expression).

ÅEngagement varies due to neurological, cultural, and personal factors.
ÅUDL emphasizes guidelines for recruiting interest, sustaining effort, 

and self-regulation.
ÅAllow students to make choices, minimize distractions, and offer 

differentiated levels of difficulty and immediate feedback.
ÅStudents should always practice new skills in multiple ways, through 

diverse activities, online and offline experiences, using a variety of 
modalities to ensure true skill mastery.
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Action and Expression
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Engagement
Engagement in instruction can vary due to neurological, physical, 
cultural, and personal factors. UDL emphasizes guidelines for 
recruiting interest, sustaining effort, and self-regulation.

ÅAllow students to make choices

ÅOptimizing relevance

ÅMinimize distractions

ÅOffer differentiated levels of difficulty

ÅProviding immediate feedback.
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Engaging and Accessible

ÅText to Speech
ÅField Size
ÅHighlighting
ÅSwitch Accessibility
ÅScreen reader
ÅPrompting
ÅReinforcement
ÅStudent selected voices, themes and 

reinforcers
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Personalize Learning
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Putting It Into Action
ÅGet to know your students academically. 

Includetheir interests, learning styles, 
backgrounds, strengths, and weaknesses to 
provide inspiration and motivation!

ÅMeet students where they are and move 
them forward with ease. This includes 
increasing engagement, independence, 
closing learning gaps, focusing on student 
well-being AND ultimate student success.

ÅAssessment, Instruction, generalization, 
intervention, and enrichment is essential in 
every type of classroom!

ASSESSCHECK FORPRIOR 

KNOWLEDGE

INSTRUCTVOCABULARY 

AND KEY INSTRUCTION

PRACTICEGENERALIZATION 

ACTIVITIES

RE-ASSESS EVALUATE 

STUDENT LEARNING
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Group Students for Planning

ÅCreate learning groups to easily differentiate 
student instruction. Creating groups allows you to 
think about the types of activities and 
differentiation for easy planning and student 
engagement.

ÅThink about the type of resources needed to 
promote comprehension, auditory, visual, tactile, 
kinesthetic. Do you have student groups that need 
additional visuals to support comprehension? 
Kinesthetic learners need to see, feel, hear, and 
experience new concepts.
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Goals and Objectives

ÅOrganize learning goals and objectives around 
your core subjects, thinking about large groups, 
small groups, 1:1 time, and independent work. 
Remember that collecting data to share and 
show progress across the school year is a non-
negotiable requirement.

ÅDifferentiated programs like Vizzle, can create an 
engaging learning environment that aligns with 
UDL principles and facilitates independence.



|   18

Rich and Rigorous Content & Curriculum

All students need access to 
appropriate standards-aligned 
content and curriculum.

Å English Language Arts
Å Math
Å Science
Å Social Studies
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Standards -Aligned Curriculum

K-8
English 1
English 2
English 3
English 4 

K-8
Algebra 1
Geometry
Algebra 2

Financial Literacy

K-8
Biology

Earth Science
Chemistry

Physical Science

K-8
Civics

US History
World History

US Gov/Economics
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It all starts 
with a first 
step!

Planning
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Prepare for Inclusive Practices
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Differentiated Learning Goals
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Problem to Solve

Real World 
Problem 

&
UDL Inclusive 

Practices Solutions
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Inclusive Practices

Introduce Vocabulary

- Representation, Action & 
Engagement, Expression
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Inclusive Practices
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Observable Improvements

VStudent Success

VBenefits
o Increased self-confidence
o Increase in positive behaviors
o Increase in time on task
o Improvement in academic achievement
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Inclusive Practices for All!

Flexible Daily Scheduling: Provide daily schedules that incorporate 
flexibility and options to meet individual student needs.

Inclusive Classroom Setup: Create a map that demonstrates a 
flexible and universally designed physical environment. 

Aligned IEP (Individual Education Plan) Supports: Discuss strategies with your 
team for aligning instruction with IEP goals while emphasizing UDL principles.

UDL-Infused Curriculum Focus: Address core subjects through multiple means of 
representation, engagement, and expression. Consider each of your core subject areas and 
pick a strategy that promotes inclusive practices when planning.
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VPersonal Care
V Independent Living
VHealth Management
VTools 

for Independence
VMoney Management
VSafety Practices
VCommunity Access

Life Skills 
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VDecision Making

VRelationship Skills

VSelf-Awareness

VSelf-Management

VSocial-Awareness

Social  Skills 


