
Together We Power Potential

Continuity Counts:
A Seamless Learning Experience for 

ESY with Vizzle

Lauren Stafford, M.Ed
Director of Content and Curriculum



|   2

Agenda

ESY talk in 
December?

Qualifications 
for ESY

Data-driven 
decision-making

Personalized 
learning

Track, Assess, 
Achieve

Continuity of 
services
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Why December?

Regression and 
recoupment are primary 
reasons students qualify 

for ESY.

Tracking student data and 
monitoring learning 

patterns over Thanksgiving, 
Winter, and Spring Break 

are essential.

Data is used by the IEP 
team for review when it 

comes time to discuss the 
need for ESY.
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Qualifications: IDEA

ESY services are defined in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

The term extended school year services means special education and related services that--

(1) Are provided to a child with a disability -

(i) Beyond the normal school year of the public agency;
(ii) In accordance with the child’s IEP; and
(iii) At no cost to the parents of the child; and

(2) Meet the standards of the state educational agency.

Each public agency must ensure that extended school year services are available as necessary to 
provide FAPE (free appropriate public education), only if a child’s IEP Team determines, on an 
individual basis…that the services are necessary for the provision of FAPE to the child.
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Regression, Recoupment, and 
Emerging Skills

When determining eligibility for ESY services, IEP teams will look at whether or not the child is at 
risk of regressing – losing skills and knowledge – during a break from school. They will also look at 
recoupment – how long it might take for the child to regain the skills and knowledge they may 
have lost over the break. If the summer break/school vacation is likely to lead to a significant 
regression in the progress the child has been making, and/or if the child’s progress will be 
significantly delayed when the break is over, the school will determine what services may be 
required to prevent that from happening.

Other factors may include:

• If the student is close to a breakthrough in learning

• If progress has stalled toward a specific IEP goal

• If the child needs to continue learning a critical skill related to self-sufficiency and 
independence
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Special Education
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Data-Driven Decision-Making

Collecting and analyzing data to track 
trends and plan for students who 

qualify for ESY.

All IEP team members can collaborate 
around shared goals and objectives 
creating continuity across settings.

Track and monitor progress before, 
during, and after school breaks.

Graphs and reports make it easy to 
spot trends for regression, 

recoupment, and emerging skills.
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How can Vizzle Help?

K-12 Standards-aligned per grade 
level, covering the four core subjects

Grade-banded life skills, social skills, 
and transition/vocational courses

Practice activities to supplement IEP 
goals and objectives

Academic 
Curriculum

Skills Suite 
Curriculum

Vizzle 
Classic
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Academics and Skills Suites Curriculum Include

All Libraries Include

Data Tracking and 
Progress Monitoring

Print options Editing access

Create your own 
custom playlist

Personalized profiles 
and accessibility tools
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Academics and Skills Suites Curriculum Include

Curriculum Sets for Easy Implementation

Leveled activity SETS

Unit guides

Lesson plans

Differentiated resources

Standards-Alignment 
documentation
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Support Academic Goals

K-8
English 1
English 2
English 3
English 4 

K-8
Algebra 1
Geometry
Algebra 2

Financial Literacy

K-8
Biology

Earth Science
Chemistry

Physical Science

K-8
Civics

US History
World History

US Gov/Economics
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Academics and Skills Suites Curriculum Include

Specialized Skills Suite

Personal Care
Independent Living
Health Management
Tools for Independence
Money Management
Safety Practices
Community Access

Decision Making
Relationship Skills
Self-Awareness
Self-Management
Social-Awareness

Life Skills Social Skills Transition/Vocational

Self-Advocacy​
Self-Determination​
Personal Management​
Interpersonal Skills​
Empathy Skills​
Job Seeking Skills​
Employment Settings​
Employability Skills​
Career Attire​
Career Development​
Careers in the Community​
Job Demands​
Job Performance​
Workplace Awareness​
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Academics and Skills Suites Curriculum Include

Maintain and Generalize Learning

ELA
Math
Science
Social Studies
Life Skills
Speech
Art and Music

Generalization Activities
✓ Single activity search​
✓ Save one or more to create a 

custom playlist​
✓ Tag to IEP goals or learning 

objectives​
✓ Skill 

reinforcement (additional 
practice activities)​
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Academics and Skills Suites Curriculum Include

Support Goals Quickly and Easily
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Continuity Across Providers
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Assess, Instruct, and Generalize

Instructional 
Text

Vocabulary​

Matching

Multiple 
Choice​

True & False

Fill in the 
Blank

Sorting

Categorizing​

Sequencing​

Short Answer

Essay​

Game​s
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Simple Setup

ASSESS

Check prior knowledge

INSTRUCT Vocabulary and key instruction

PRACTICE Generalization activities

RE-ASSESS Evaluate student learning
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Accessibility and Independence
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ESY Goals & Objectives
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Progress Monitoring and Reporting

✓ Intuitive data dashboard
✓ Real-time progress tracking
✓ Multiple metrics
✓ Customizable date ranges
✓ Download/Printable capabilities
✓ Progress
✓ Regression
✓ Recoupment
✓ Emerging Skills
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Regression 
and 

Recoupment
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Emerging 
and Newly 
Mastered 

Skills
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Educator Networking

✓ Teachers who are new to students can easily 
search, save, and assign content specific to goals 
selected for ESY.

✓ Monitor progress over the summer and transition 
skills to the teacher of record in the fall.

✓ Teachers can instantly pick up where the student left 
off, working independently and successfully into the 
new year creating seamless continuity of services.

✓ Sharing the data allows the new teacher of record to 
see what the student is truly capable of! (Reduce the 
wool).
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Reminders - Not all 
students with IEPs are 
eligible
Eligibility for ESY services is assessed by a student’s 
IEP team. An IEP or special education services in 
school does not automatically make the child eligible 
for ESY.

Eligibility varies by school district and/or state and 
must be looked at by the child’s IEP team annually. 

Parents can request an ESY program through the 
child’s school district or at the next IEP meeting. 
Similar to other decisions made by the school district, 
if a child is denied ESY services, the parent can appeal 
the decision.
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Eligibility is Approved

Continuity 
of Services​

• Teachers can easily share and transition students from Spring 
to Summer and Summer to Fall​​

• Emerging Skills, Mastered Skills, and Critical Goals can continue 
seamlessly between providers​​

• Reduce the impact of regression overtime

• Share content with families so students can continue to grow 
across all environments​​
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Optional

There are a wide range of services offered, some as simple as take-home 
worksheets.

Not all ESY services are provided in person. In fact, many students who require 
fewer supports may be given instructions for home-based activities that they can 
do with their parents or other caregivers. For those students who require greater 
support in school, ESY services may be available full-time.

Summer ESY is optional.

A parent can refuse ESY services even if their child meets eligibility requirements 
if they don’t want their child to attend, or if it simply doesn’t work with your 
summer schedule.

To see if your child is eligible for ESY services this summer, check with your school 
district or schedule a meeting with your child's IEP team.
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Webinar Replay

get.rethinked.com/continuity-counts-esy-replay



|   28

Q and A
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